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Symposium on Digital Taxation 

Tax Law and Digitalization: How to 

combine legal tech and tax tech? 

September 13, 2021, HYBRID (Vienna, Austria and online) 

 

Abstract 

While digitization has been advancing for a long time and has revolutionized many 

business sectors, the tax industry is just starting to experience the beginning of a 

digital transformation. TaxTech companies as being global tax advisory firms not 

only want to change the tax advisory industry at the edges and support the 

conventional work of tax folks anymore, but also want to fundamentally change 

and revolutionize the TaxTech industry. While digital transformation has already 

separated the leading companies from all others in other business areas, such 

separation could be also expected for the tax advisory industry soon. TaxTech 

service offerings will prevail in competition. In addition, the tax authorities are 

fascinated about the newly developed options to secure full transparency of tax 

processes. The after BEPS 1.0 initiatives were conducted into domestic tax law. 

Further controls and tax risk management will become true. 

 

Digitization is not just about software. It is also about work-flow assessment, 

process analysis, information flows, training, collaboration, and a paradigm-shift 

in management. The digitization of the TaxTech industry will lead to a better 

integration of tax services into taxpayer’s processes. That digital transformation in 

the tax industry has progressed comparatively slowly so far since digitalized tax 

services are heavily regulated, and the tax industry has managed well without the 

demand for digital contributions. Furthermore, the tax sector is very precedent-

based. But today’s world demands more innovation than precedent. Therefore, the 

tax advisory industry needs to be more progressive and revitalized through digital 

transformation. The upcoming Symposium on Digital Taxation will therefore 

address the question of how to combine legal tech and tax tech. 

 

 

  



 

2 

 

Programme 

08:30 – 09:00 Registration and welcome coffee 

 

09:00 – 09:10 Introduction 

Jeffrey Owens (WU), Robert Risse (WU) 

 

09:10 – 10:00 Key Note Speech “The most current digital 

developments” 

Walter Brenner (St. Gallen University) 

 

10:00 – 10:45 Session 1: Recent Legal Tech developments 

Speaker: Christoph Sorge (Saarland University) 

 

 

10:45 – 11:15 Coffee Break 

 

 

11:15 – 12:00 Session 2: Digital platforms and new digital business 

models 

Chair: Steef Huibregste (TPA Global) 

Speaker:  Roman Koidl (eClear) 

Panel: Sveinung Baumann-Larsen (EY EMEIA), Georg 

Geberth (Siemens), Nupur Jalan, Jeffrey Owens 

(WU), Jens Hermann Paulsen (Deloitte Germany) 

 

12:00 – 13:15 Session 3: Open Debate 

Chair: Georg Geberth (Siemens) 

Panel: Walter Brenner (St. Gallen University), Roman 

Koidl (eClear), Jan Mendling (Humboldt-

University), Christoph Sorge (Saarland 

University) 

 

 

13:15 – 14:30 Lunch Break 
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14:30 – 15:15 Session 4: BPM Systems and Process Mining 

Chair: Robert Risse (WU) 

Speaker: Jan Mendling (Humboldt-University) 

Panel: Mathias Hildebrandt (Bauer Media) 

 

15:15 – 16:00 Session 5: Tax Data End2End Management 

Chair: Jan Mendling (Humboldt-University) 

Speaker: Jens Schäperclaus (Deloitte Germany) 

Panel: Mathias Hildebrandt (Bauer Media), Robert Risse 

(WU) 

 

16:00 – 16:30 Session 6: Blockchain Technology Radar 

Chair: Jan Mendling (Humboldt-University) 

Speaker: Matthias Gries (Siemens) 

Panel: Steef Huibregste (TPA Global), Robert Müller 

(FerrumTax), Dennis Post (EY Netherlands), 

Robert Welzel (WTS) 

 

 

16:30 – 17:00 Coffee Break 

 

 

17:00 – 17:45 Session 7: TaxTech heatmap 2021 

Chair: Robert Risse (WU) 

Speaker: Steef Huibregste (TPA Global) 

Panel: Sveinung Baumann-Larsen (EY EMEIA), Nupur 

Jalan, tbc 

 

17:45 – 18:15 Closing Remarks 

Robert Risse (WU) 
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Organisation 

PARTICIPATION FEE 

The fee for on-site participation is EUR 550.-, for online participation EUR 450.- 

This includes all materials, lunch, coffee breaks and refreshments. Costs of travel 

and accommodation are not included. 

A 20% “early bird discount” is applicable to registrations sent by August 6, 2021. 

A full waiver on the registration fee may be granted to a limited number of 

registrations from full-time academics who are employed by a university or other 

academic institutions. 

 

PAYMENT 

You will receive an invoice for the participation fee of EUR 550.-/450.- (or of EUR 

440.-/360.- in case of the “early bird discount”). We kindly ask you to transfer 

your payment within three weeks of the date of the invoice. 

 

CANCELLATION 

Any notification of cancellation of registration must be sent in writing to Ms. 

Karina Hertle (karina.hertle@wu.ac.at). In case of cancellation before August 30, 

2021, the participation fee will be refunded. No refund can be made for 

cancellations received after August 30, 2021. 

 

PHOTOS 

We would like to inform you that photos will be taken at this event. Should you 

not wish to be photographed, we kindly ask you to avoid the camera and/ or inform 

Ms. Karina Hertle (karina.hertle@wu.ac.at). Photos will be used to inform the 

public about the activities of the Institute. 

 

VENUE 

WU (Vienna University of Economics and Business) 

Welthandelsplatz 1 

1020 Vienna, Austria 

Ceremonial Hall 1, Building LC, Room LC.0.100 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Karina Hertle, Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law, WU 

E karina.hertle@wu.ac.at 

T +43-1-313 36-5447 

mailto:karina.hertle@wu.ac.at

